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vi PREFACE. 

kent, the military colonies on the Syr-Daria had no 

communication with the garrieon of Fort Vernd, the 

southernmost point on the frontier of Eastern Siberia, 

except by the circuitous route of Orenburg. The 

obligation which Russia has incurred of prokcting the 

pastoral Kirghizea under her allegiance agdnst the 

marauding expeditions of the subjeda of the Khan of 

Kokan, frequently neceasitatea measure8 of retrrliatio~~ 

and chastisement. It was, therefore, not the gain ill 

territory, but the necessity of establishing a continuity 

of communication, and a consolidation of power wit11 

a view to tranquil possession, that prompted the rec..nt 

encroachments of Russia on the dominions of the 

Khan. 

There is no doubt that Bokhara and Khiva, as well 

as Kokan, are entirely at the mercy of Russia, and will I 
probably, in the course of time, become subject to it; 

but a perusal of this book will afford some evidence of 

the present uselessness of such conquests to an Empire 

already too large and unwieldy, thinly peopled at its 

centre, and just entering upon a long and perhaps 

troublesome process of political reorganisation. De- 

signs, however, on British India may quite aa well be 

entertained with a force on the Caspian as with an 

army at Bokhara. The same distance would have to d 
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V l l l  PREFACE. 

photographs taken on the spot during General Ignatief'e 

last mission to Khiva and Bokhara, and the axxom- 

panying map has been carefully compiled from the 

most recegt Russian sources; while for the introduc- 

tion we are indebted to the late. Mr. Hume Greenfield, 

formerly Assistant Secretary to the Royal Geographical 

Society, whose valuable mistance in editing the work 

and conducting it through the p m  we cannot euffi- 

ciently acknowledge. 

90th March, 1865. 
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court, who, in the name of the Khan, invited the 
head of the Mission to the palace. Leaving a 
guard at the door of the embassy, we started for 

D-A, OKlr O F  TRB MIIOIET~~PB OF THB KAAN 01 KHIVA. 

the town. At the gates was drawn up the Khivan 
infantry, while the body-guard was marshalled in 
front of tLe palace. We entered the latter by the 













High 0@ier8 of the Khan of Khiva. 

Bashi is the military commander-in-chief. Besides 
these, who are all, as already mentioned, attached 
to the person of the Khan, there are numerous 
Mehrems or Courtiers, who wear a knife, a gift of 

the Khan, which entitles them to free access to the 
Court. 

I t  may not he superfluous to draw att,ention to 









Turkmen Imwectiom. 41 

with the Khivans, all arising in the election of a 
Khan. The Turkmen were desirous to have a 
Khan of their own tribe, to which the Khivans were 
opposed ; this resulted in the murder of three Khans 

I 

A Tcanun, OB TUBCOXAR. 

by the Turkmen, within a short space of time. 
The Khan of their choice, Ata-Murad, lisually 
resides at Kuhna Urgendj. The Turkmen are 





pul, or karapul, is a copper coin. The value of 
money seldcm varies, and during our stay, forty- 
eight puls formed one tenga. The mint in the 
town of Khiva was founded, according to Moura- 

8ururz, on ~OWIYY UP KXIVA. 

vief, by Rahim Khan. In official documents, as 
also on the coins of Khiva, the ancient name of 
Kharesm i~ retained. 





































































collar and sleeves were faced G th  velvet. The 
suite was nothing but a ragged regiment of attend- 
ants, armed with cudgels and spears. I particu- 
larly noticed the costume of one red-haired spear- 

man, which consisted simply of his nether integu- 
ments and a felt mantle; while another, &gardless 
of the hot weather, wore a heavy sheep-skin coat 
and fur head-piece. The Kirghizes spoke with 













Habit8 and Cicsrorrt8 of the Kirgiiz~a. 

were likewise visited by matrons and maidens, who 
brought us boiled mutton and " kumis " or " airan" 
in pails, with cheese and butter. In return for ' 

this we were obliged, ncc.ording to loc~l  custom, to 
give them presents. My companion, quite a Inan 
of the world and a devoted admirer of the fair sex, 
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is of ancient date. A characteristic feature in 
Central Asiatic traditions is the derivation of their 
origin from some animal. According to the 
testimony of Chinese history, the Goa-Gui (Kao- 
tschB), otherwise known as the Tel6 or Chili 
people, sprang from a wolf and a beautiful Hun 
princess. One of the Hun princes had two 
daughters of auch uncommon beauty that he 
determined not to marry them to any ordinary 
mortals. Building a high tower in an unin- 
habited wilderness, he left them in it, exclaiming, 
" I pray Heaven to take them." The youngest 
princess falling a prey to ennui, eacouraged the 
attentions of an old wolf, who for a whole year, 
night and day, prowled aronnd the tower, and at 
last made his lair at the foot of i t ;  till the 
princess, notwithstanding the entreaties of her 
eldest sister, married the wolf. 

The Tugus (called Dulgasses by Pere Hyacinthe), 
professed to derive their origin from a she-wolf, 
and the Tufans (Thibetians) from a dog. The 
Chinese assert that Batachi, hereditary chief of the 
Xongol Khans, was the son of a blue wolf and 
white hind, ( " MBmoires relatifs a 1' Asie," par 
Klaproth, p. 204). In like manner some of the 
red-skinned tribes of North America pretend to be 

















































to the Western frontiers, converge at the town of 
Hun-Chanfoo, whence there is a road to Lian-DjGu, 
where a large magazine of warlike stores has been 
established for use in the event of a war in the 
west. At a distance of 37 versts (248 miles) froni 

a 

this town, at the western extremity of the great 
wall, is the fortress of Tzia-yui-Hh, which 
commands the road. From this point to Komula 
extends a sandy steppe, uninhabited, and destitute 
alike of water, forage, or vegetation. Important 
granaries have been in like manner established by 
the Chinese at Kom111. Farther on, the mad 
branches off in two directions, one, the " Northern 
had,"  leading to Dzungaria, the other, the 
" Southern Road," to Eastern Turkestan. The 
Dzungarirm road trends along the eastern lateral 
depression of the Thian-Shan, through Barkul, 
Uruuchi, and Hurkharasu to Ili. The Southern 
Road takes a westerly direction through Pidjan to 
Turfan, which latter town has direct communica- . 
tion with Urumchi by way of Bogdo-llla. .Beyond 
Turfan, it leads to Kara-Shahr,'which in its turn 
is accessible from Ili .by the rivers Julduz and 
Narat-Davam. Marshy swamps, stretching west- 
ward, extend to the south of Kara-Shahr, 
necessitating an earthern ernbankn~ent at the 

























































































































































introducing with their rule a system of exclusiveness, 
were nevertheless obliged to throw open the six 
frontier towns of Little Bokhara for the purpose of 
trading with the Buruts and inhabitants of the 

-- other Central Asiatic States. The privileges 
accorded to foreign traders prove that the Chinese , were aware of the advantages, and alive to the 
necessity of commercial intercourse. The Chinese 

\ tariff was so framed that one-thirtieth of the cattle 

( .  
brought by foreignen was exacted in kind, while 

, the Turkestani and nomad subjects of China paid 
one-twentieth. 

The right of free trade was not extended to 
Khamil, Turfan, Karashahr, and Kuchi, an invi- 
dious distinction which only seemed to bind 

* their population more effectually to the exiled 
Hodjas. 

Affairs continued in this state up to the year 
1825. The Turkestani veiled their strong discon- 
tent, and patiently bore their fate. It was not 
nntil 181 6 that their dissatisfaction was openly 
displayed. In that year Ziaveddin, Ahund of 
the Montenegrin party, who lived in the settlement 
of Tashmalyk, one hundred and twenty miles from 
Kashgar, raised the standard of revolt, and retreat- 
ing into the mountains, made repeated raids against 





































in this war seized 600 Chinese, a largo collection of 
arms, and a considerable quantity of tea and silver. 

, Western China in this year was in an embar- 
/ rassed state. An insurrection broke out in the 

province of Shan- Si, and the insurgents operated 
with success. Barkul was taken by the Mahomme- 
dan rebels, and its inhabitants were killed. I t  was 
not before January that the Chinese began to con- 

' 
centrate their forces in Ili, at the time when the 
Kokanians evacuated Kashgar. 

/1n the epring of 183 1, the Kokanians commenced 
a war with the Dikokamenni Kirghizes. Hak- 
Kuli, with 7,000 sepoys, scattered the " Ulusses," 
or camps of the Sayaks, on the Upper Naryn, took 
their chiefs, Atantai and Tailak, prisoners, and re- 
turned with many captives and much valuable 
booty. The Kushi-Beg of Tashkend, at the same 
time, pursued the Bogus, and pushed beyond the 
boundaries of the Ili district to the military settle- 
ment of Sibo. 

These events forced the Chinese to alter their 
line of policy. In the spring of 1831, four Chinese 
envoys arrived with proposals of peace. The Khan 
of Kokan detained three of them, and sent back 
the fourth with an agent of his own to Pekin. The 
~ i k a n  plenipotentiary was Ah-Pateha, n mer- 







Recent Biahrbances in Kokan. 217 

the inhabitants against the Chinese officials.* 
He favoured trade, and was well disposed towards 
the Russian Tartars, whom he encouraged to estab- 
lish direct relations with Kashgar. It is to Zur- 
dun-Beg that Kashgar is indebted for the construc- 
tion of ita walls and of the new quarters of t.he 
town. 

In the year 1845 fresh disturbances, which were 
reflected in Kashgar, broke out in Kokan, on the 
elevation of the youthful Hudoyar to the Khanship ; 
under the protectorate of the all-powerful courtier, 
Mussulman-Kul. The Aksakals were being con- 
stantly changed, and even one of these, Abdul- 
Afur, recalled to Kokan, was summarily hanged. 
The 1)ikokamenni Kirghizes continually broke 
through the Chinese frontier-pickets in large parties, 
and the Aksakals of Kokan, while promising to 
stop them from doing so, accepted bribes for shut- 
ting their eyes to these constant infractions of the 
treaty. 

I n  1830, Znrduu-Beg bad removed to Kokan, whence he made 
his way to Petropadovsk on the Siberian frontier, and thence to 
K-n, and returning through Semipalatinsk to Kuldja, presented 
himself before the Tian-Tzinn. Zurdan said that he had esca~ed 
from imprisonment in Kokan, and on the strength of this statement 
received the o5oe of " Ishkaga" of Kashgar, and ultimately that of 
l inb-*. 



The Hodjas also profited by these disordere, and 
with a small force, composed principally of Kash- 
gar emigrants and Dikokamenni Kirghizes, ap- 
peared under the walls of Kashgar in the autumn of 
1847. The governor of the town, Kasim-Beg, r e  
solved to hold out until the Hodjas had taken the 
Chinese fortress. In one sally from their strong- 
hold, the Chinese were beaten, and flying before 
the Hodjas who pursued them, were dl drowned 
in the river Kizyl. The Hodjas apprised the town 
of their victory by sounding trumpets ; but the 
Begs would not surrender, and forced the inhabi- 
tants to man the walls. Named-Khan, a Tashkend 
merchant, succeeded in communicating with the 
Hodjas outside, through a ~ubterranean passage, 
and by his treachery, the gates of Kashgar were 
opened to the besiegers early one morning in 
the second week. Hakim-Beg, Kasim, and the 
other Begs escaped to the Chinese " Manchen" or 
citadel. 

This event is known as the insurrection of the 
seven Begs, from the circumstance that it was car- 
ried out by seven members of the Appak family. 
The eldest, Ishan-Khan-Tiiria, better known as 
Katta-Khan, was proclaimed ruler, and the other 
Hodjas were appointed governors of the surround- 
ing settlements. 































































































































































importance and significance for Russia of the 
Trans-Volga region. In 1722, when in Astrakhan, 
he thus expressed himself on this subject :-" Al- 
though these Kirghizes are e roaming and fickle 
people, their Steppe is the key and gates to all the 
countries of Central Asia." 

Five years after the death of Peter the Great, 
Abdul-Hair, Khan of the smaller Kirghiz Horde, 
oppressed by the Dmgarians and harassed by the 
Bashkirsl and Kdmyks, sought the protection of 
R1~118i8, and swore allegiance to the Empress Anne 
in 1732. In order that his subjection should in- 
volve practical results, it was necessary to remove 
the Russian military boundary much farther south- 
wards. In this manner, owing to the exertions of 
the first Russian governors of the region-Kirilov, 
Tatischef and Nepluyef-the towns of Omsk and 
Uralsk, between which, up to 1730, there existed 
only the one small town of Sakmarek, became con- 
nected together by a line of settlements along the 

1 shores of the rivers Ural and Uya. Dating from 
this period, neither the const ant rebellions of the 

I Bashkirs, the inroads of the Kirghizes, nor even the 
insurrection of Pugachef, could weaken the power 
of Russia in this region ; and a hundred y e m  after 
the submission of the Kirghizes and Karakalpaks, 



Russia had established herself firmly on the Sea of 
Aral and along the lower branches of the Syr- 
Daria; respecting which latter occupation a few 
particulars must here be given. 

The Greeks, speaking of the Jaxartes and Oxus, 
ulrllnimously and positively assert that both these 
rivers disembogued into the Caspian. From this 
mi opinion has been entertained, that the Sea of 
Arai formed, in ancient times, a part of the Caspian. 
Humboldt, however, does not admit this, and holds, 
in spite of the recent formations of the Ust-Urt, (the 
isthmus between the two seas), that the connection 
could never have existed. l'lle first allueions to the 
existence of the Sea of Aral, are made by Europml 
travellers in the sixteenth cent1.q. The Russians, 
however, had long been aware of the existence of 
the " 131ue" sea, as they called it, arid into which 
the river Syr discharged itself on the East,* but 
htwiiig no close intercourse with Western Europe, 
they could not communicate their knowledge. It 
was only with the subjection of the Kirghix Steppes, 
after 1840, that reliable accounts were received re- 
specting the Sea of Aral, which covers an area of 
&bout 2 3,000 square geographical miles. $\om 

* Pro111 the "Hook of the Bolchugo Cliertejil," a kiud of Hulreiiln 
Z)oolllYday Book. 









is from two and .a half to four knots; in the 
Djaman-Daria from one to two, and below Kara- 
Ueiak from one and a quarter to two and a half 
knots, increasing in rapidity at the bends to three 
and even five knots. During the autumnal season, 
when there is less water in the river, the current is 
considerably slower. It was besides remarked dur- 
ing the expedition of 1883, at the landing place of 
Fort Aralsk, 46'2' N., 61' SO' E., that the current 
changed during the day. It flows more rapidly in 
the morning at about ten or eleven o'clock, becom- 
ing weaker at about two in the afternoon, and to- 
wards evening sometimes attains its matinal ra- 
pidity. Its water, owing to this rapidity of 
current, and its flowing over a sandy-mud bottom, 
is always turbid. It quickly clears, however, when 
clrawn for use, is perfectly sweet, and is salubrious, 
not only for natives, but likewise for travellers. 

The depth of the river, like its width and current, 
also varies. Generally speaking, the Syr-l)aria 
flows through a deep and steep-banked hollow, the 
depthat about one fathom from the shore being above 
a man's height, and then progressing from one fathom 
to five and six fathoms. During low water, shoals 
occasionally occur in some parts, particularly in the 
Djaman-Daria, and at the mouths of the Syr. 



































Oppre&il;e Rule of the Kokaniane. 31 7 

In addition to the Ziaket and Ikhradj, the 
Kirghizes were required to render service in 
labour,-much like the old French cm'e  :- 

1. In cultivating the Kokanian gardens and 
fields, to repair the walls of the forts, &c. For this 
purpose each kibitka sent a man once a month, 
and provided him with food. The distant 
Kirghizes paid in cattle for the hire of substitute 
labourers. 

2. For cleansing the stables, stalls, &.,in the forts, 
which was done about six times during the year; 
for this work the Kirghizes, whose camps lay near, 
were driven into the forts at random. 

3. In case of a war or inroad, each able-bodied. 
Kirg;hiz, at the order of the Kokanians, was obbged 
to serve as long as required, providing his own 
horse and provisions. 

The weight of these imposts and compulsory 
service was the more burthensome to the poor 
e@nicAes, or agriculturists, in consequence of the 
brutality of the Kokmians, who, leading an idle 
and diasdlute lie, often visited the Kirghiz aus, to 
violate the women, marrying them also in opposition 
to the Shariat, and without giving the customary 
kslym, or payment for a wife. 

By these barbarous means, the neighbouring 





quence of this, several Kl~ivan forts were erectedon 
the left bank of the river liuvan about the year 
1830, in the reign of .\llu-Kit1 (the son and suc- 

cessor of Mahomed-Rahim), for the collection of 
Ziaket from the neighbouring Kirghiz encampment, 
and of dues from the caravans passing from 





































A ~ a d t  and Capture of the Suburbe. 335 

Colonel Blaramberg determined, at least, to burn 
all that lay between the outer wall and the citadel. 
In the night of the IOth, some grenades from a 
13-pounder were thrown into the fort. These 
were at once responded to on the part of the KO- 
kanians from some 3-pounder swiiel guns planted 
on the bastions of the citadel, and by musketry from 
under cover of the walls. At dawn on the 20th, 
the enemy's swivel guns had been dismounted, and 
the wooden gate of the outer fortifications battered 
in. Colonel Blaramberg thereupon formed his 
handful of men in two columns, and led them to the 
breach. One of these columns, with the aid of pick- 
axes and hatchets, scrambled up the side of the 
moat, and climbed the wall, whilst the other burst. 
into the fortress through the broken gateway. The 
outer works of the fort were carried by the Russians 
in less than ten minutes. Elated with this suc- 
cess-the troops with cheers rushed beneath the 
very walls of the citadel. But their height, which 
was more than four fathoms, presented an insur- 
mountable barrier, and no effect could be produced 
on them by shot, as they presented a mass of untem- 
pered clay, a fathom and a half thick, in which the 
%ails simply imhedded themselves. 

I t  was now deemed snfficient to have gdned the 
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Erst Resulh of the Bspedition. 537 

. In six weeks time, the division had traversed 
more than six hundred and fifty miles 
(1000 versts), successfully encountering extreme 
difficulties of ground, and sustaining the most 
relruring heat ; without boats or pontoons it had 
succeeded in crossing three rivers and several tor- 
rents, had demolished three of the enemy's small 
forts, and destroyed the outer works of Ak-Mechet 
citadel, their principal frontier stronghold. 

But besides this, the expedition decided a variety 
of speculations as to the measures indispensable for 
the destruction of the Kokanian fortification on 
the right bank of the Syr-Daria. I t  was elicited 
from inquiries 011 the subject, that there was coil- 
siderable meadow land above Ak-Mechet 11p the 
course of the Syr, and that the banks were fringed 
with a dense forest of timber, fit for building 
purposes as well as probably for the construction of 
vessels. 

The result was that it was recognized that, with 
a view to the permanent establishment of the 
Russians on the Syr-Daria, for the protection of the 
Russian Kirghizes against robbery and the daily 
increasing exactions of the Kokanians, and finally 
for the main object of connecting the Orenburg and 
Siberian lines, it was necessary to occupy in force the 









Beparturefiott8 Fort 8~aZ.d. 341 

quantity. The corps, however, arrived safely at 
Fort Aralsk in the middle of June, and instructions 
were issued that it was to remain there until all 
the parts of the expedition were finally organized. 

All the preparations having been at last com- 
pleted, the expeditionary force marched out of 
Aralsk, consisting in all of 760 file of infantry, 
400 Cossacks and Bashkir cavalry, besides an 
escort of 150 Cossacks, and 200 Cossacks to guard I 

the train, 10 pieces of field artillery, varying from 
' 

three to twenty pounders, three mortars, 1140 
camels, and no fewer than 777 waggons, besides 
ox-trains and bsggage horses. 

l'he steamer " Perovski " likewise took part. in 
the expedition ; a company of infantry having been 
placed on board of her at Aralsk. After transporting 
this additional force, together with some heavy 
stores to Kosh-Kurgan, its instructions were to 
proceed up stream as far as Ak-Mechet. 

On the 23rd June the force reached the right 
bank of the Kara-Uziak. The first. stage, from 
Kazaly to Baskara settlement, a distance of about 
17 miles, was performed through excellent meadow 
land, high ieeds and even cultivated fields ; the 
remaining portion of the distance to Kara-Cziak, 
notwithstanding the close proximity of a great 





























































A kli'~ghiz Rob Roy. 

Bokharian caravan that had started from the 
Siberian line. It would be too tedious to enume- 
rate all the petty depredations of this bold Kirghiz, 

Ism Korrarn. 

and it will therefore be sufficient to mention his 
more remarkable exploits only. 

In 1834 he drove off 1200 horses belonging to 





to Bai-Muhamed-Aichuvnkof, Sultan-ruler of the I 

Western division of the Horde ; who, deceived by I 
1 

his apparent sincerity, obtained for him-while on 

a visit at St. Petersburg-a gold medal from the 
Russian Government. But before this mark of 
favour reached Iset, information was received that, 





































Insecurity of C o m ~ c i a d  Relations. 391 

In the intermediate space between the left flank 
I fort, and the advanced Siberian fortified points 

along the Sarit-Su, the independent Kirghizes can 

I 
easily break into the Siberian and Orenburg 
Steppes, and despoil the Russian Kirghizes. 

The commercial relations of Russia with Khiva 
and Bokhara are far from being rendered secure 
by the forts along the Syr-Daria line. AlI the as- 
eistance that they afford the caravans consists in se- 
curing their passage in a few shallops over the Syr- 
Daria ; but it is not in their power to escort and 
defend them on the route. The ruler of Tashkend 
requires the Bokharian caravans to pass through 
Tashkend, imposing a high rate of duty on the 
goods, and in case payment is refused, " extorts a 
benevolence" from them with impunity. 

The communication with the Syr-Daria and 
Orenburg lines, between the fortrcss of Orsk and the 
Aralsk fortification, is facilitated by the establish- 
ment of Kirghiz post-stations, but between the Aralsk 
fortification and the Syr-Daria line occurs the 
most barren part of the Steppe, where water is 
only to be procured by digging. The organiza- 
tion of regular communication through the 
Kara-Kum sands presents great obstacles, as 

the scanty herbage in these parts will never admit 
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Orenburg line. The road, which is traversed by 
transports of goods and provisions, e x h d s  from 
Fort No. 1 to Fort Perovski, along the right bank 
of the Syr, through a desert, inhospitable and 
partly barren Steppe. When the inundations of 
the Syr spread to a great distance, tshe journey on 
horseback, from the confluence of the Djaman- 
Daria, with t.he Kuvan-Daria, to Fort Perovski, 
becomes quite impossible. Barges are then towed 
up the river by lines, and the boatmen engaged in 
pulling the barges are sometimes obliged to wade 
up to their knees and even waists in water. This 
journey, even with constant fresh relays of men, 
occupies seventeen hours. 

The condition of the Syr-Daria line, in sanitary 
respects, is, on the whole, satisfactory. The number 
of sick is not great, which is mainly owing to the 
salubrity of the climate. According to the accounts 
of local medical men, the immoderate use of fruit 
and raw vegetables is not, as in most other coun- 
tries, attended with intestinal disorders; all wounds, 
moreover, hed rapidly, and diseases but rarely 
assume a virulent form. 

The gadflies and gnats, which abound in such 
multitudes as to become a positive plague, must 
not be omitted in describing this region. The 
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" Khiva, however, did not understand the con- 
descension and endurance of Russia, and instead 
of being penitent and submissive, her proceedings 
have grown more audacious from year to year. 

I 1  The piracies on the Caspian multiplied, under the 
connivance of the Khivan ruler, who shared the 
plunder with the pirates. The number of Russian 
prisoners in Khiva have greatly increased, and they 
are treated barbarously. Russian traders dare not 
even now appear at Khiva, as they are not received 
with the customary salaam and greeting, but with 
the noose, knife, and bonds of slavery. Khiva hm 
commenced to collect tribute from the Kaisaks, 
our subjects, and from Russian traders who 
traverse the Steppe ; she has set some Khans over 
the Kaisaks, who have long been subject to Russia, 
and persecutes them at will. When taking into 
consideration that the sulbjects of Khiva have 
enjoyed in Russia even up to the present time not 
only all the advantages of freedom, but also profited 
by all the rights and privileges of free traders, 
trading and departing at all times without molesta- 
tion, it must be admitted that the proceedings 
of the Khivans justly merit chastisement. 

" The Emperor has now resolved to detain all the 
Khivans in Russia, together with their property, 

E F, 2 







































4. Pelmission to Bokharian pilgrims proceeding 
to Mecca, to pass through Russian territory 011 

condition that they conform to the existing police 
regulations in Russia. 

No difficulty was anticipated in obtaining the 
Emir's consent to the clauses relating to the safety 
of the lives and property of Russian subjects, but 
the minister was not so sure on the subject of the 
decrease of duties, though the agent is directed in 
his instructions to gain the adhesion of the Khau to 
this point by quoting Persia and Turkey where the 
t a r 3  on Russian goods was regulated by 
treaties. 

The instructions generally direct the ageut to 
conduct the negotiations with proper dignity, firm- 
ness and discretion. 

Should the Khan, however, refuse to accede to 
the proposed terms, the agent was not to fail in 
acquainting him. that the fulfilment of these con- 
ditions was guaranteed by the lives and property of 
the Bokharians existing Russia. 

Finally, Butenef was directed to obtain the 
Khan's assent to the temporary presence at first 
of a Russian official at Bokhara, so that the same 
might afterwards, under more favourable circum- 
stmces, be replaced by a permanent agent, and to 







Atteyt  to liberate Cohel Stoddart. 433 

. I t  is evident from Mukin-Beg's notes, that 
Khiva did her best to rescue Stoddart. The 
Russian Government on its part could not remain 
indifferent to the fate of the unfortunate prisoner, 
both from a friendly feeling towards England, 
as well as from other reasons, and the extract 
cited from the Chancellor's letter proves her 
lively interest in the matter. Blitenef was besides 
commissioned persistently to demand Stoddart's 
liberation, and to despatch him to Russia by 
the first opportunity. In forwarding to Perovski 
the letters of the Marquis of Clanricarde for 
Stoddart, which were to be delivered to the latter 
by Butenef, the Chancellor wrote : " The explana- 
tions given by the late Bokharian envoy, lead us to . 

hope that Nusseer-Ulla will not oppose Stoddart's 
departure for Russia, and Lord Clanricarde's letter 
will probably induce this officer to waive his feeline 
of misplaced vanity, and to seize the present oppor- 
tunity for obtaining his release. I would, therefore, 
request you to do everything in your power, in 
case Stoddart should reach the Orenburg line, for 

I securing him a friendly reception, and desire you 
to furnish him with means for enabling him to 
proceed to St. Petersburg without interrup- 
tion." 

























Outbreak oj' the ,4fghun War. 445 

himself a vassal of Bokhara. On the 7th of No- 

1 vember, the victorious Emir returned to Bokhara, 
and with the dawn of the new y w ,  affairs of 
greater importance engaged the attention of his 
High Mightiness. On one hand, the Khan of 
Kokan had, with the assistance of his brother, the 
ruler of Khodjend, regained possession of the towns 
wrested from him, while, on the other, a rising oc- 
curred in Cabul, to which Burnes, M'Naghten, and 
other Englishmen, fell sacrifices. The ruler of the 
Bokharian true believers, of course, could not remain . 

a passive spectator of these events. A large force 
was akeady collected for marching into Kokan, and 
was only detained by the frost; the seizure and , 

imprisonment of Stoddart, and of Conolly who had 
srrived from Tashkend, displayed the Emir's sym- . . 
pathy with the Afghans, and his complete neglect 
of the Russian agent plainly showed his disinclina- . 

tion to have any dealings with the infidels. 

I In his report on the events in Kokan and Cabul, 
Butenef gives the following account of the progress 

I' of his own affairs :- 
" Colonel Conolly was arrested on his arrival here 

in ~ctober'last, and all his effects were sold in . 
public; with him was imprisoned for the second 
time, Lieutenant-Colonel Stoddart. The Emir, 









the Emir by special messenger, and on the morning 

of the 19th of April the following answer from the 
Emir arrived :- 

With respect to a treaty, the Emir declared that 
if the Emperor signed and forwarded the same 
to Bokhara, he, the Emir, would also confirm 
it. 

The Russian slaves in Bokhara would be sent 
back to Russia onthe conclusion of the treaty. 

The Customs duties would be reduced as soon 
as the Russians decreased those imposed on ~ o k -  
harian merchants. 

So far as concerned the Englishmen, the Emir 
declared that they had presented a letter to him, 
in which they said that their Queen desires 
to be on friendly terms with Bokhara, in conse- 
quence of which he had himself written to the 
Queen, and on receiving an answer would des- 
patch them both direct to EtyIand. 

In conclusion the Dostrakhanshi told me by 
order of his master, that the Emir entertained sin- 
cere feelings of friendship and respect towards the 

I Emperor. 
Such was the result of Butenef's mission. I t  

is clear that the Emir did not wish to come to any 
arrangement on the proposed points, and would 









Efrmtey of the Bokhariane. 453 

I agent, Mr. Nikiforof at Khiva, prove that boldness 
and even audacity were equally unsuccessful. 

Four days after Butenef's arrival at Orenburg, 
the new Bokharian envoy,' Hudoyar-Klychbai, 
arrived at.the Rudnikof picket station with a suite 
ofseventeenmen. In addition to letters for the 
Emperor, and other high officers, he brought a 
bale of shawls and five arghamaks as presents. 

As already observed, the despatch of this 
envoy, after the treatment experienced by the 
Russian mission, was a piece of effrontery truly 
Asiatic; the presents of shawb and arghamaks 
could not efface the sense of injury produced on 
the Russian Government by the last acts of the 
Emir. The Chancellor, in his letter to the 
Governor of Orenburg, says : " In addition to the 
insignificant rank of the envoy, Hudoyar, permis- 
sion for proceeding to St. Petersburg cannot be 
granted him, particularly after the inattention and 
rudeness shewn by the Bokharian Government to- 
wards Colonel Butenef, shortly before his departure 
from Bokhara. Taking into consideration, however, 
that the conduct of the Emir was the result of 

- barbarous ignorance, and might partly be at- 
tributive to his elation on his recent successes in 

I Kokan, the letters which the envoy brings rhay be 

I 
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! Alteralior~ of Imporb in 25 Ears. 4-61 

R. (£5,500) ; dye stuffs, 65,000 S. R. (£9,750) ; 

1 copper, 58,000 S. R. (£8,700) ; wooden chests, 
26,000 S. R. (%3,750) ; after which follow silk and 
woollen goods, &c. 

The relation of these several items to the total 
sum of goods exported has remained almost un- 
altered during the last thirty years. Corn is 
exclusively disposed of to the Kirghizes, who are 
also large purchasers of yufta and of a large pro- 
portion of the doth and hardware. 

The condition of the import trade is more 
remarkable. From 1835 to 1860 its value has 
increased to 333, while during the same period the 
exports only rose 260, per cent. Relatively the 
different items of the import trade have alto- 
gether changed, as will appear from the following 
data:-The value of the cotton goods brought toRus- 
sia from Central Asia formed, in 1835, three and six- 
tenths, and in 1845 one-quarter of t'he general 
imports; in 1855 it was only one-tenth, and hi 
1860 less than one-twelfth. 

Silk and woollen goods were never imported in 
any large quantities. The latter consist chiefly of 
Kirghiz felt. The total value of silk and woollen 
fabrics imported in 1835 amounted to 35,000 
silver roubles, while in 1860, it reached 135,000 
silver roubles (£5250 to 215,750). 





















demand for European goods in Bokhara that 
there is now in Persia until a considerable time 
shall have elapsed. 

As three-fifths of the inhabitants of the 
Central Asiatic depression may be said to consist of 
wandering tribes, who are forced to purchase from 
their neighbours everything that is not yielded 
them by their herds, they will as readily have 
recourse to Russia as to Khiva and Bokhara for 
these requirements, as long as they can sell their 
cattle, hides, and wool to the tradem of the former 
country. 

Similarly, as soon as the Khivans and Bok- 
harians find it more advantageous to dispose of 
their raw cotton and silk to Russia, instead of 
using these articles in a manufactured state, they 
will purchase every description of fabric from 
Russia in exchange for the raw material. I t  is 
plain therefore, that under such conditions, the 
Russian trade with Central Asia might be largely 
developed, b;t to accomplish this, it is requisite 
among other things, that the Russian cotton- 
fabrics should be of a closer texture than they are 
at present, as the natives of the Khanats pay more 
regard to durability than to fine finish. But as 
the price of stout textures depends more par- 









More Care reptired in Gro~ui/ty Coffon. 475 

to Russia, which produced yarns as fine as No. 
28. This proves that the same short-stapled 
cotton, when properly cleaned of seed and dust, 
and properly ginned and pressed, so that the fibres 
lie straight and are not tumbled and triturated 

I in transit, at once rises 50 per cent. in value, 
If American machines for cleansing the cotton 

could only be introduced into Central Asia, and 
proper care were observed in packing the bales by 
means of hydraulic presses, the Bokharian cotton 
might in the future even compete in the Russian 
markets with foreign cotton. Biit these improve- 
ments can scarcely be expected until the establish- 
ment of a Russian factory at or near Bokhara, 
where the native growers might be instructed in 
the best methods for cultivating the cotton plant, 
while the factory owner would also exercise the 
functions of a broker, in condemning all cotto11 
unfit for manufacture in Russia. 

Under such an arrangement, the production of 
cotton might continue to be made self-supporting 
in Bokhara, even under a decline of price in the 
market. That the Central Asiatic States are 
capable by their geographical extent of supplying 
Russia with the two millions of puds, which her 
looms at present annually produce, there cannot 

I 1 1  2 



























The entrance of armed vessels into the Amu- 
Daria is extremely difficult on account of the 
shallowness of its mouth, there being only three 
feet over the bar at high water, besides which, at 
low water, the shoals in the river above are 'so 
numerous that vessels drawing more than two feet 
cannot possibly ascend it. Were flat-bottomed 
steamers to be despatched up the river with troops, 
even during the season of high-water, their retreat, 
in the event of any miscarriage, would be attended 
with serious obstacles. The Amu, furthermore, 
yields no other fuel along its course than the 
bushes of the Saxaul, which would prevent the 
vessels making an extended cruize. Notwithstmd- 
ing these difficulties, it is certain that the Russian 
Government, if determined to abolish the slave 
trade of Khiva, might devise the necessary means 
for this purpose, but it must be owned that any 
military operations on the part of Russian Central 
Asia would be attended with great outlay. 

If the military picket line of frontier were re- 
moved to the new boundary of the empire, the 
Ural-Orenburg and Siberian lines, extending from 
Yurief on the Caspian, to Bukhtarminsk, a distance 
of 3300 versts, would then become useless, and 
the Cossacks by whom they are maintained, being 



relieved from that duty, might be removed to the 
fertile places on the Upper Sy r, where the cost of , 
their subsistence would be considerably less. 

Overco~ning in this manner the obstacles which 
the barbarous Asiatics place in the waj of the 
development of Russian trade, the natural impedi- 
ments by which nature has cut Russia off from 
that rich oasis lvatcred by the Syr and Amu, 
remain to be considered. 'l'he chief obstruction is 

I 
presented by a vast extent of barren Steppe, 
traversed however by five principal routes, viz.: 
I ,  from Khiva to Mangyshlak on the Caspian ; 
2, from Khiva to the Western shore of the Sea of 
Aral towards Orenburg ; 3, from Bokhara North- 
wards to Orenburg; 4, from Tashkend along 
the Eastern border of the Kirghiz Steppe to 
Troitsk ; 5, to Petropavlovsk. Of these, the 
first-named is the shortest, not exceeding 1000 
versts, but it passes through waterless regions 
infested by pillaging Turkmen, and is for these 
rrnd other reasons unfrequented. The second 
route, which is 1300 versts long, is open to much 
the same ohjections, and is therefore e q d y  neg- 
lected. The third road, that in ordinary use, 
leads from Orenburg to Orsk (225 versts), from 
thence to Fort No. 1 ,  on the Syr-])aria (721 versts), 









Ft~turc. Route for Trutr.yort of Goode. 49 3 

country between the Amn-Daria an tl the Caspia1l 
is almost totally devoid of water, and infested by 
marauding Turkmen. But when this route, though 
only travemhle by camels, is cleared of these 

robbers, it will acquire greater importance and 
will always serve as an auxiliary road, should the 
means of conveyance on the other lines of transit 
be temporarily cut off, or ,h found to fall short of 
commercial requirements. 









B~puisiteo for Protecting Trade. 197 

the commercial intercourse between Russia and 
Central Asia, to adopt the following measures :- 

1 .-To occupy the upper course of the Syr-Daria 
by a military force, so as to ensure the free navi- 
gation of the whole river, by which means the 
struggle carried on between Kokan and Bokhara 
would be stopped. 

2.-To secure a firm footing on the Amu-Daria, 
in order to put a stop to the traffic in slaves, and 

I subdue the Turkmen tribes camping on the Eastern 
shores of the Caspian. 

&-To connect the Syr-Daria and Kirghiz 
Siberian lines-by a series of forts. 

&-To transfer the Orenburg and Siberian 
frontier lines to the above new military boundaries. 

&-To establish regular steam communication 
on the Syr-Daria. 

6.-To despatch consuls to those Central Asiatic 
I countries with which Russia maintains commercial 

relations, and to endeavour to establish Russian 
factories in those places. 

i - 7.-To encourage agriculture among the Kir- 
ghizes. 

- - 

























Iti~erary far Pram-Zi and Chu. 509 

(4) Kurgan-Chanyah, 80 verate. 

After fording the Chirchik, the journey is con- 
tinued along the left bank of this stream, over 
ground traversable by vehicles. 

(6) Chsnysh Pms, 26 vmts. 

The mad again runs Southwards, entering the 
mountsins, along the Chanysh'rivulet to the 
summit of the pass. 

(6) Bk-Tmh locality, 25 verats. 

Descent. 

(7) Ieki Abat settlement, 18 verate. 

The small settlement of Safet-Bulak occurs at five 
versts from the night halting-place, at the foot of 
the mountains ; beyond, the ground is even. 

(8) Namangan town, 20 verata. 

The road here stretches over a plain, and the 

village of Goleshan is psssed on the sixteenth 
verst. Namangan is on a river of the same 
name which issues out of a snow-capped range. 
Several canals exist in the neighbowhood of the 





















portions &om Klaproth's " Carte de l'Asie Cen- 
trale " of 1836 :- 

~ ~ ~ t h  LoWdt~de I B u t  of 
Idtudk Greenwich. 

On l g o u t h  h 1 9 i  line :- 
Tezikpbuan barrier . . 
Yui-min town . . .  
Tszin-nitown . . .  

I . . .  La-hou-pu station . .  Ciqn-ma, river source. 
Dan-chen town . . . .  
An-ai-chjeu. . .  . . , Hun-chjeu, new station . 
Ma-len-tszin etation . . 
Dun-huan town . . 
Haalake . . . 

I 

On N i h  line :- - 
Ban-chi-tauan station . . .  
Sin-Siu defile . . .  
Talnstazin station . 
Tugurik village . . 
Hamhot . . . . . .  
Sun-ahu station . . 
Nan-sban-kdh pees . . .  
Hami (Komul) town . . 
Mu-cheu town . . .  
Kara-tinb6 etation . . . 
Ha-shun station . . 
Barkul town . . .  
Hnbtak, station at mountain of . 
Baitak mountain . . 
Ulau-ueu station . . 
Murui station . . .  , . 
Kitai'town . . . .  
Hu-cheu town . . . .  



North 1 Wbr 

Tazimea station . 
Urumteitown . 
Foo-kifbntown . 
Chau-ki town . 
Loklon station . 

Nihe9Yb 17iio~hat8 line :- 
Kur-hueutown . . . 
Tezin-ho station . . . . 
Chebm-btriainvillsge . . 

In tlrs lbrbagatcri diatrict :- 
At coduence of the two Irtysh ) 

BOUTCBB . . . 
lJlan-huchji. &e . . 
Ket-hobok ' . 
N u i n - h o b o k x  : . . . . 
~ ~ m ~ t ~ w n w n  . . . 
~ ~ l a g e  . . . . 
Chorvilltrge . . . . 
In tlrs Ri risgi.. :- 

Kungee, eource of river . . 
h h ,  9, . . 
Yuldue, . 
Kuldja (Ili, ~l ; i -~uan)  towd . 
K~mtal, oint on river . P Hongor-o on (Kunorulen) point 

on river . . . . 
Edemok settlement . . . 
Chu river, point on . . . 
Tala river, point on . ' . . 

47" 
460 15' 
Pg, 25' 
Pg, 25' 
$6' 10' 
4G' 48' 
46" 8' 
$6' 4' 

43' 83' 
44' 8' 
48' 17' 
43' 66' 
60 

42, 

42' 10' 
48' 8' 
420 80' 

qg 
880 58' 
8@ 19' 
880 19' 
880 19' . 
8 P  51' 
85" 14' 
89' 82T 

88' 9' 
83' 13' 
85' 23' 
800 53' 
790 a' ,1 28t 
76' 13' 
74' 54: 
73' 4a' 





Ifi the hhhyar dktriut :- 
Kizyl-bni stat~on 
Toprak (Topuluk) station : 
Yan ishahr (Ingashar) town I: Kas gar town . 
Aragu station . . 
Osh (HaochC) . 

In the Uah district :- 
Ush-Twf'sn town . . 
Seferb~ village . . 
Sogon village . . 

In the Parkend district :- 
Duva village . 
Ban-chju town . 
KuLQ-yar (Kok-yar) hlage' 
Harchuk t o m  . 
Ak-Alyk village . . . 
Yarkend town . . 
S a d  k (tledek) village . 
~ a r d u  town 
~ e r i k u l ( ~ .  ertreiity)' : 

, 

41' 6' 1 710 Mi' 
41' 1' 77021' 
39' W' 75' 4' 

In t b  Khotar, diet& :-. 
In the Kerja, or Keldya, town . 
Tak town 
chard or T~irl15 &agee 
Yurun-kash village . 
Khotan town . . 
h k a ~ h  villages . . . 

FROM TEE HOOK OP 81-YUI-SEUI-DAB-TSZL. 
Chan-ma riper, source of . 88' 50' PI 960 34 
Dan river. aource of . . . : I 3@ 58' 1 95' 33' 
Sarten lake, from 88' 50' lat., 
1100 47' long., to 

Lob-nor lake, from PdO 30"lat., 
1 

105' 57' long., to . . 1 



Boaten-nor lake . 
Karatda-iehek lake, or Bulhatzi- 

nor, from 44' 35' lat., 1OOO 42' 
long. (?) . 

Mouth of Kaah or ? .  li . 
. I 

Confluence of Ku ea and Tenes 

Source of Great Yuldua . 
Source of Kizyl-au . . 
Confiuence of Kia 1-eu and Mu- 

zart into the Jarkend-~arin 
Source of 9. Muzart river . 
Mouth of E. Aksh . 
Source of Yurun-kash . 
Source of Kanr-kash . 
Kars-kul lake, from 88'21' ling. d 
S o w  of Derbichuk river . 

No*h / Longituc~a 
Eut  or 

Iuitudo* Qrsenwbb. 

Fuox THE BOOK O F  Hk-YUAN-TBZI-LIR. 
At bend of Yellow River to] 

the Weat . . . 
A t  entrance of Yellow River] 

into China . . 
Huhunor lake, &om 36" 6' lat. j 
loo0 13' long. . 

Bulungir river, source of . 
At confluence of Hsidu-goloi 

with tbe Tarirn . . 

3p ; 141 

,,, lolo IY 

3p , 8l 

370 5' , 97' 14' 

2f i 873 

Little Sertpm lake . . . I 399 4' ' - 
- - - -- -- -- 



























A P P E N D I X  1 V  

Notes on the Intercour8e of Rtrseia with Khiva. 
By G. KiZhZewein, Secretary lo CoZ. Igaatiefs 
Mission to Cmtrd Atria. 

[No~~.-Since the foregoing was in type, Sttention 
has been directed to the accompanying paper which ie ao 

important, both in itaelf and from the official position of 
the writer, that no apology ie needed for including it in 
the Appendix, although ite proper poaition would of course 
have been after Chapter 111.1 

KHIVA was in communication with Russia as far 
back as the 14th century, but the first official in- 
tercourse between those countries of which there is 
any authentic record took place in 1557, in the 
reign of Ivan the Terrible, after the taking of 





Fedorovitch, and offered, if restored to his dignity, 
to become a vassal of Russia. 

A Khivan envoy' presented to Peter the Great 
in 1700, a letter from Khan Shamaz, in which the 
latter asked the Tsar to receive the allegiance of 
the people subject to him. By a letter of the 30th 
July, Peter intimated his compliance with that 
request, confirming it subsequently in 1703 by a 
letter to the new Khan of Khiva, Arak Ahmet. 
'llhe MO~COZO Jor~rnd, of April, 1703, contained the 
following notice on this subject :- 

" The Khan of Khiva has sent his Ambassadors to 
our High Lord and King, requesting the High 
Lord to d o w  him, the Khan of Khiva, with all 
tliose under his dominions, to render for ever 
allegiance to His Majesty the Tsar, which our 
Sovereign Lord has graciously granted, and now 
sends his Ambassador to the Khan of Khiva." 

At this time there were reports of gold smd 
being found 011 the Amu-Daria (Om) ,  the Caspani 
mouths of which were said to be purposely filled 
up by the Khivans, and its waters deflected into 
the Aral; and that it would be easy to destroy 
the dams erected by the Khivans and to restore the 
river to its aucieut bed. This intelligeuce was 
brought to Astrakhan by a 'llurkmun cded  Hodja- 
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that his subjects were well treated in Russia, 
thought he would get out of his difliculty by the 
exercise of some cunning, and accordingly assured 
the Russians that he had taken some. trouble to 
collect the prisoners, and that if any still remained 
they would be liberated. It  was ascertained from 
the Russians who returned that the Khan was 
afraid of being met with other demands after ful- 
filling the first conditions, and that he would be 
made to pay KIR, or the price of blood, for the 
murder of Prince Bekovitch, and give satisfaction 
for the numerous robberies of caravans, or even 
Kun for all Russians who had died in captivity. 
This is why he only sent twenty-five prisoners by 
Kabul-Bai. The envoy was sent back the same 
month with the answer that the demands made 
by Russia would not be modified, that the release 
of all the prisoners would be insisted on, and that 
until. these demands were complied with, every 
Khivan subject ente6ng the dominion of Russia 
would be detained, and kept until a general ex- 
change of prisoners took place. After waiting 
two years, scarcely 100 men were restored, while 
in 1839 about 200 and more fi8hermen had been 
seized on the Caspian. 

It was now evident that the interests of R~lssin, 
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Russia in secret, by continuing to send spies and \I 

gatherers of tribute into the Steppe. She urged I 
1 

the thoughtless Kirghizes to a fanatical enmity to- Y 
wards Russia, supported the insurrectionary at- 
tempt of Kenisar, Iset Kutebar, Nazar and other 7 

Kirghiz rebels, by promises of assistance in case of 5 

open rebellion. In addition to her own disposition, 
she was probably incited by Turkey, which was 
visited by her envoys in 1853 and 1854. 4 

Since 1856, Khiva is governed by Said Moham- 
med, son of Khan Mohammed Rahirn, and brother 
of the celebrated Allah-Kul. He was elected to 

. the Khanat in 1856, at the age of thirty. His 
election was preceded by many disturbances and 
internecine wars ; but these have ceased for the 
present. In 1857, Said Mohammed sent Fazil- • 

Hodja, the Sheikh-U1-Islam of the Khanat, to an- 
nounce his accession and to convey his condolence 
on the death of the Emperor Nicholas, and his con- 
gratulation on the accession of the present Emperor. 

THE END. 




